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Interlocutor in the Greater Sunrise Discussions, Agio Pereira,
Meets with Representatives of INPEX Oil Company

The Minister of the Presidency of the Council of Ministers and Interlocutor in the Greater Sunrise
discussions, Agio Pereira, met today, July 18th, in Darwin, with Chris Wilson, Executive Vice
President of Operations of the Japanese oil company INPEX.

Following the recent meeting in Dili, this second meeting aimed to continue the dialogue with
INPEX, which could be a significant player in the development of Greater Sunrise, ensuring the
project’s realization in the best interests of both countries involved.

The Minister highlighted that the opening of the office
represents a positive step towards closer coordination with
all stakeholders, including the ANP, Timor Gap, the Gov-
ernment, through the Minister of Petroleum and Mineral
Resources, Francisco da Costa Monteiro, and Minister
Agio himself, as the Timor-Leste Government’s Special
Representative for Greater Sunrise.

Minister Agio stress that Timor-Leste is passionate that a
solution is found whereby Greater Sunrise is developed
via Timor-Leste. Australia has many similar projects, but
for Timor-Leste, this is probably our one and only chance
to have such a project with its nation-building benefits.

Agio Pereira acknowledged the valuable experience of

INPEX, which has already faced the challenge of develop-
ing an LNG project, and stated that the company has
much to teach TimorLeste. He expressed Timor-Leste’s
interest in working with INPEX and Japan on this project,
inviting and encouraging the oil company officials to
think broadly about how they can help Timor-Leste
achieve the development of Greater Sunrise.

The Minister expressed hope that the power of

impact that the pipeline to Timor-Leste will
project the nation, promoting investments in
the country and demonstrating that Timor-

Leste is capable of undertaking large projects.
The Government’s priority is to advance the
development of Greater Sunrise to maximize
job creation in the country, in line with the
Programme of the IX Constitutional Govern-
ment.
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Furthermore, the Government of Timor-Leste sees the pipeline as an excellent opportu-
nity for long-term sustainable development. Another issue is that with the signing of the
treaty with Australia, Timor-Leste gained almost 20,000 km of maritime area, a vast re-
gion for the fishing industry. Timor-Leste’s economy can be a diversified economy, and
we hope that the Government of Japan can also help us in this area so that we can de-
velop the infrastructure to make it possible. For example, road links between the east
and the south coast, which connect Natarbora to the airport and other infrastructures
such as the port, already exist, built as part of the south coast development project, titled
“Tasi Mane Project”.

The Minister also mentioned that the Government is eager to advance the development
of the south coast in collaboration with Australia, through Steve Bracks, Australia’s
Special Representative for the Greater Sunrise Project. Agio Pereira recalled the long-
standing relationship with Steve Bracks since 2007, who was one of the most successful
State Governors of Australia and also an advisor to Prime Minister Xanana Gusmao,
with whom he has a close relationship.

The Minister expressed that he has discussed all matters with Steve Bracks and empha-
sized that the current Australian Government is also very supportive of Timor-Leste. He
noted that Prime Minister Anthony Albanese was a great supporter of Timor-Leste’s in-
dependence. He also expressed hope that working with Steve Bracks could make a dif-
ference in accelerating the development of Greater Sunrise.

In this sense, he stressed the need for the experience and advice of INPEX, a company
with vast knowledge and partially owned by the Japanese Government. Agio Pereira re-
called the long friendship between Timor-Leste and Japan, especially since the crisis of
1999 and the UN transition, with JICA being an active and professional partner in the
country.

During the meeting, Minister Agio expressed that what Timor-Leste desires is to maxi-
mize job creation for our people, develop our country to be sustainable and stable, and
create opportunities for the younger generation. To continue advancing, we must pre-
pare our youth to develop a critical spirit because, for the Government of Timor-Leste,
job creation is crucial.

In addition to Minister Agio Pereira and the Vice President of INPEX, the meeting was
attended by Ika Moniz, Senior Advisor and Policy and Public Relations Advisor of the
Office of the Minister of the Presidency of the Council of Ministers, and Steve
Ovenden, Takuya Sugawara, and Ricard Finch, representatives of INPEX.

url: https://timor-leste.gov.tl?lang=en&p=38541



INPEX could be a significant player in the development of
Greater Sunrise Project

DILI, 19 july 2024 (TATOLI) — The Minister of the Presidency of the Council of Ministers and Interlocutor in
the Greater Sunrise discussions, Agio Pereira, met on july 18, in Darwin, with Chris Wilson, Executive Vice Presi-
dent of Operations of the Japanese oil company INPEX.

Following the recent meeting in Dili, this second meeting aimed to continue the dialogue with INPEX, which
could be a significant player in the development of Greater Sunrise, ensuring the project’s realization in the best
interests of both countries involved.

The Minister highlighted that the opening of the office represents a positive step towards closer coordination
with all stakeholders, including the ANP, Timor Gap, the Government, through the Minister of Petroleum and
Mineral Resources, Francisco da Costa Monteiro, and Minister Agio himself, as the Timor-Leste Government’s
Special Representative for Greater Sunrise.

Minister Agio stressed that Timor-Leste is passionate that a solution is found whereby Greater Sunrise is devel-
oped via Timor-Leste.

“Australia has many similar projects, but for Timor-Leste, this is probably our one and only chance to have such
a project with its nation-building benefits,” Minister Pereira said in a statement.

Agio Pereira acknowledged the valuable experience of INPEX, which has already faced the challenge of develop-
ing an LNG project, and stated that the company has much to teach Timor-Leste. He expressed Timor-Leste’s in-
terest in working with INPEX and Japan on this project, inviting and encouraging the oil company officials to
think broadly about how they can help Timor-Leste achieve the development of Greater Sunrise.

The Minister expressed hope that the power of impact that the pipeline to Timor-Leste will project the nation,
promoting investments in the country and demonstrating that Timor-Leste is capable of undertaking large
projects. The Government’s priority is to advance the development of Greater Sunrise to maximize job creation
in the country, in line with the Programme of the IX Constitutional Government.

Furthermore, the Government of Timor-Leste sees the pipeline as an excellent opportunity for long-term sus-
tainable development. Another issue is that with the signing of the treaty with Australia, Timor-Leste gained al-
most 20,000 km of maritime area, a vast region for the fishing industry. Timor-Leste’s economy can be a diversi-
fied economy, and we hope that the Government of Japan can also help us in this area so that we can develop the
infrastructure to make it possible. For example, road links between the east and the south coast, which connect
Natarbora to the airport and other infrastructures such as the port, already exist, built as part of the south coast
development project, titled “Tasi Mane Project”.

Minister Pereira also mentioned that the Government is eager to advance the development of the south coast in
collaboration with Australia, through Steve Bracks, Australia’s Special Representative for the Greater Sunrise
Project. He recalled the long-standing relationship with Steve Bracks since 2007, who was one of the most suc-
cessful State Governors of Australia and also an advisor to Prime Minister Xanana Gusmao, with whom he has a
close relationship. The Minister expressed that he has discussed all matters with Steve Bracks and emphasized
that the current Australian Government is also very supportive of Timor-Leste. He noted that Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese was a great supporter of Timor-Leste’s independence. He also expressed hope that working with
Steve Bracks could make a difference in accelerating the development of Greater Sunrise.

In this sense, he stressed the need for the experience and advice of INPEX, a company with vast knowledge and
partially owned by the Japanese Government. Agio Pereira recalled the long friendship between Timor-Leste and
Japan, especially since the crisis of 1999 and the UN transition, with JICA being an active and professional part-
ner in the country.

During the meeting, Minister Pereira expressed that what Timor-Leste desires is to maximize job creation for our
people, develop our country to be sustainable and stable, and create opportunities for the younger generation. To
continue advancing, we must prepare our youth to develop a critical spirit because, for the Government of
Timor-Leste, job creation is crucial.

The meeting was attended by Ika Moniz, Senior Advisor and Policy and Public Relations Advisor of the Office of
the Minister of the Presidency of the Council of Ministers, and Steve Ovenden, Takuya Sugawara, and Ricard
Finch, representatives of INPEX.
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Interlokutoér iha diskusaun Greater Sunrise, Agio Pereira,
hasoru-malu ho reprezentante empreza petrolifera INPEX

Ministru Prezidénsia Konsellu Ministrus no interlokutér iha diskusaun Greater Sunrise, Agio Pereira, ohin loron
18 fulan-jullu, iha Darwin, hasoru-malu ho Chris Wilson, Vise-Prezidente Ezekutivu Operasaun empreza
petrolifera japoneza INPEX nian.

Hafoin enkontru foin lalais ne’e iha Dili, enkontru daruak ne’e ho objetivu atu kontinua halo didlogu ho
INPEX, ne’ebé bele sai fatér importante iha dezenvolvimentu Greater Sunrise, hodi halo projetu ne’e sai
realidade, ba interese di’ak liu nasaun rua ne’ebé envolve.

Ministru destaka katak abertura ba eskritdriu ne’e reprezenta pasu pozitivu ba koordenasaun ida ne’ebé besik
liutén ho parte interesadu sira hotu, inklui ANP, Timor Gap, Governu, liuhosi Ministru Petréleu no Rekursu
Minerais, Francisco da Costa Monteiro, no Ministru Ministru Agio rasik, hanesan Reprezentante Espesidl
Governu Timor-Leste ba Greater Sunrise.

Ministru Agio sublifia katak Timor-Leste kompromete atu hetan solusaun ida ne’ebé permite dezenvolvimentu
Greater Sunrise ho ligasaun direta mai Timor-Leste. Austrdlia iha projetu barak ne’ebé hanesan, maibé ba Timor-
Leste, ida-ne’e hanesan oportunidade tiniku ida atu hala’o projetu ida ho magnitude ida-ne’e, ho benefisiu
signifikativu ba dezenvolvimentu nasaun.

Agio Pereira rekoiiese esperiénsia valioza husi INPEX, ne’ebé enfrenta ona dezafiu iha dezenvolvimentu projetu
LNG nian ida, no haktuir katak empreza ne’e iha buat barak atu hanorin ba Timor-Leste. Nia hato’o Timor-Leste
nia interese atu servisu hamutuk ho INPEX no Japaun iha projetu ida-ne’e, hodi konvida no enkoraja
responsavel sira petroliferu nian atu hanoin kle’an kona-ba oins4 sira bele ajuda Timor-Leste hodi konkretiza
dezenvolvimentu Greater Sunrise.

Ministru hato’o esperansa katak implementasaun gazodutu ba Timor-Leste sei dudu nasaun, hodi
promove investimentu iha rai-laran no hatudu katak Timor-Leste iha kapasidade atu hala’o projetu boot sira. Pri-
oridade Governu nian mak atu avansa dezenvolvimentu Greater Sunrise hodi maximiza kriasaun empregu iha rai
laran, la’o tuir Programa Governu Konstitusiondl IX nian.

Aleinde ne’e, Governu Timor-Leste haree katak gazodutu hanesan oportunidade di’ak tebes ida ba
dezenvolvimentu sustentdvel ba tempu naruk. Kestaun seluk mak asinatura tratadu ho Austrélia, Timor-Leste
hetan drea maritima kuaze 20.000 km, rejiaun ida ne’ebé luan tebes ba industria peskas.

Timor-Leste nia ekonomia bele sai ekonomia ida ne’ebé diversifikada no ita hein katak Governu Japaun
mos bele ajuda ita iha drea ida ne’e, atu nune’e ita bele dezenvolve infraestruturas ne’ebé halo ida ne’e sai
posivel. Ezemplu, ligasaun estrada entre kosta leste no sil, ne’ebé liga Natarbora, aeroportu no
infraestrutura sira seluk hanesan portu, eziste ona, harii iha projetu dezenvolvimentu kosta sul nian, ho
titulu “Projetu Tasi Mane ™.

Ministru moés hateten katak Governu hein atu avansa dezenvolvimentu kosta sul nian, iha kolaborasaun
ho Austrélia, liuhosi Steve Bracks, Reprezentante Espesidl Austrilia ba Projetu Greater Sunrise. Agio Pereira
hanoin fali relasaun ne’ebé kleur ona, husikedas tinan 2007, ho Steve Bracks, ne’ebé nu’udar Xefe Estadu ida
ne’ebé susesu liu iha Austrdlia no més nu’udar asesor ba Primeiru-Ministru Xanana Gusmao, tanba ne’e sira iha
relasaun metin.

Ministru hateten katak diskute ona asuntus hotu ho Steve Bracks, no destaka katak Governu Australia atual
mos apoia tebes Timor-Leste.

Nia mos destaka katak Primeiru-Ministru Anthony Albanese nu’udar apoiante boot ida ba TimorLeste nia
independénsia. Nia manifesta mds esperansa katak serbisu ho Steve Bracks bele halo diferensa ida hodi
aselera dezenvolvimentu iha Greater Sunrise.

Iha sentidu ida-ne’e, nia sublifia presiza esperiénsia no konsellu hosi INPEX, empreza ida ho kofiesimentu
ne’ebé boot no asaun parsidl hosi Governu Japaun. Agio Pereira hanoin fali kona-ba relasaun amizade entre
Timor-Leste no Japaun ne’ebé kleur ona, liuliu husikedas krize 1999 no tranzisaun ONU nian, ho JICA sai
parseiru ativu no profisiondl iha nasaun ne’e.

Iha enkontru ne’e, Ministru Agio espresa katak saida mak Timor-Leste hakarak maka maksimiza kriasaun
kampu traballu ba ita-nia pais, atu nune’e sustentavel no estavel, no kria oportunidade ba jerasaun foin-sa’e
sira. Atu ita kontinua la’o ba oin, ita tenke prepara ita-nia foin-sa’e sira atu dezenvolve espiritu kritiku,
tanba ba Governu Timor-Leste, kriasaun ba kampu traballu ne’e importante tebes.

Aleinde Ministru Agio Pereira no Vise-Prezidente INPEX, sorumutu ne’e partisipasaun més husi Ika Moniz,
Asesora Seniér no Asesora ba Politika no Relasaun Piblika iha Gabinete Ministru Prezidénsia Konsellu
Ministru, no Steve Ovenden, Takuya Sugawara no Ricard Finch, dirijentes INPEX nian.





