
[Unofficial translation by La’o Hamutuk] 

Leader of Fretilin wants “sustainable” development of Greater Sunrise in the Timor Sea 

Dili, 10 Jan 2019 (Lusa) - The leader of the Revolutionary Front of Independent Timor-Leste (Fretilin), currently in opposition, said 
today that his party supports the development of the Greater Sunrise wells in the Timor Sea, but wants to ensure it in a “sustainable” 
way. 

“Our position is more than clear. We are in favor of the development of Greater Sunrise, but we are in favor of sustainable 
development that benefits the people and does not harm the people,” Mari Alkatiri told Lusa. 

The Fretilin leader, who has the largest caucus in the National Parliament of Timor-Leste, has accused Xanana Gusmão - leader of the 
Alliance of Change for Progress (AMP), the government coalition - of wanting to “manipulate public opinion” about this issue. 

On Tuesday, Timor-Leste’s chief negotiator for the Timor Sea, Xanana Gusmão, told Parliament he considered the purchase of 
majority ownership in the Greater Sunrise consortium as “in the interest of the state”, challenging the opposition to clarify its position. 

“I say to the opposition: they ask questions, they say they support, but then what? If they do not support, say it clearly, be clear for all 
of us to know,” he said. 

Alkatiri insisted that the party’s position has been the same and said that Xanana Gusmão - currently the Government’s representative 
for Timor Sea issues - has not clarified all doubts about the project, in particular the purchase of a majority of the Greater Sunrise 
consortium. 

The Fretilin leader considers that Xanana Gusmão used a public conference in December and a plenary session of parliament on 
Tuesday to “campaign,” with explanations “empty of rationality, content and virtually propaganda.” 

“He did not answer the questions,” he said, referring to the departure of Xanana Gusmão in the final stretch of the debate. 

“We have witnessed a declaration of faith, acts of faith, on the part of Xanana, without rationality, without logic, far from reality,” he 
said. 

Alkatiri said there were still doubts about “exactly what is being bought” with the agreement to acquire ConocoPhillips’ and Shell’s 
stakes in the consortium - for $ 650 million - as well as about the economic and financial viability of the project . 

“It is not clear what is going to be acquired. It speaks in actions, but from our point of view it should  be treated as a universality of 
rights, therefore of participation or assets,” he said. 

“And if they are participation, then exactly what are we buying?” He asked. 

Fretilin’s secretary general also questioned the fact that Xanana Gusmão and his team still did not submit the feasibility studies they 
say they have about the project. 

“Who has seen the studies? It’s not enough just to show the cover and the book when you’re talking,” he said. “I am the leader of the 
largest party, although in opposition, and I did not have access to any studies.” 

“My party did not have access, even when I was prime minister [in the 7th Constitutional Government],” he lamented. 

Alkatiri said that Xanana Gusmão (leader of the CNRT, the largest party of the coalition of the Government) is already “thinking about 
elections that he can win”. 

On the stance of the current prime minister, Taur Matan Ruak - leader of the PLP, second force of the executive coalition - Alkatiri 
said the head of the Government is “in a dilemma.” 

“I do not want to mix Taur Matan Ruak here. The mandate [given to Xanana Gusmão] was from the Council of Ministers and he is 
prime minister, but I think he is in a difficult situation. Being a party of eight deputies and serving as prime minister, "he argued. 

“When he was President of the Republic he had a position and now appears to be in a dilemma,” he said. 

Alkatiri also rejected accusations that he has been pressuring the President of the Republic for the decisions he has taken, including the 
December veto of changes to the Petroleum Activities Law - to facilitate the purchase of the Greater Sunrise stake - that were today re-
approved by parliament. 

“The President of the Republic is a capable person, he knows what he does and the proof of this is that while I was Prime Minister, in 
nine months he vetoed four decrees-laws of mine,” he said. 

On what recommendations does he leave to the Head of State - who is assessing the State Budget for 2019 - Alkatiri said that the 
President will decide to “promulgate or veto”, as he considers more appropriate, “in the light of his review of the State Budget and the 
country’s economic and political situation.”  

Asked if the country will last another year without a budget or with the current political tension, Alkatiri was laconic: “It will hold out 
as much as it would with the state budget because the government shows inability to execute the budget.” 

The Fretilin leader said he was available to discuss the issue. 

“We are always open to this, but it is not a dialogue between the deaf and the mute, we are neither deaf nor mute, let alone believe in 
deifying a human being,” he said. 
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